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Today…

We will learn:
• How the use of  different sentence types can create different effects
• How to identify the effects a writer is creating with their sentence 

forms
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Creating pace

Writers often vary their sentence forms in order to avoid a monotonous, 
repetitive pace. 

A boring, monotonous paragraph…

The boy's mother called him inside 
for dinner. The boy ate his pizza. 
He was very hungry. He didn't 
want to eat, though. He wanted to 
play outside with his friends.

And now with variety!

The boy's mother called him inside 
for dinner. It was pizza. Even 
though the boy was hungry and 
pizza was his favourite meal, he 
wanted to stay outside and play. He 
wolfed the pizza down and ran 
back outside.



Creating pace

Writers can also use sentence forms to increase or decrease the pace of  
their writing.

Compound sentences can slow the pace to 
create a thoughtful tone

It was autumn again and the trees 
swayed forlorn in the chill breeze. 
There was not much to listen to, but 
occasionally the mournful cries of  
migrating geese echoed through the 
branches.

Short simple sentences can quicken the 
pace to create tension or excitement

He reached the bottom step. He 
stopped. There was a soft creak 
behind him.
The basement door slammed shut.



Emphasing the number or amount 
of  something
Lists can emphasise how many things there are, how much of  something 
there is or to what extent of  something there is.

He rushed through the door, sat in his chair, grabbed his pen and began writing 
furiously
(The list emphasises how many things the character has to do in a hurry) 

There was a long, dark, narrow path winding around the cliffside
(The list emphasises the length and dangerousness of  the path) 

There were apples, pears, bananas, blueberries and dates
(The list emphasises the number of  different types of  food that there were) 



Mixing sentence forms to shock, 
create impact or heighten tension

Sometimes, writers may mix sentence types in order to create an effect.

A long, complex sentence followed by a short, sharp simple sentence breaks the pace and gives 
more impact to the final line.

She approached the vehicle slowly, her hand on her gun, moving in a careful arc 
around the open door until she could see the driver’s seat sitting empty. 
Something moved behind her. She heard a click.


