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Sentence forms can be used for 
effect…or just to keep us interested!
Writers often vary their sentence forms in order to avoid a monotonous, 
repetitive pace. They can also use sentences to create effects such as:

§ A long list to emphasis the sheer number of  something

§ A long, dragging sentence to evoke a long journey

§ A short, sharp sentence to evoke a sense of  shock or surprise



Six common sentence forms

• Simple sentences
• Compound sentences
• Complex sentences
• Lists
• Fragments/minor sentences
• Rhetorical questions/exclamations



Simple sentences

Subject, object, verb.

Examples:

She sat on the chair

She sat carefully on the rickety chair

The adverb and adjective in the second example don’t change the fact that there is just one 
subject, object and verb. One clause = simple sentence.



Compound sentences

Two independent clauses joined by a conjunction

Examples:
She sat on the chair and she hoped it wouldn’t break

(The conjunction is “and”)

The chair had been fixed but she still avoided it after last time

(The conjunction is “but”)

For
And
Nor
But
Or
Yet
So

If
Since
As
When
Although
While
After
Before
Until
Because



Complex sentences

A complex sentence has one or more subordinate or secondary clauses 
that depend on the first. They might also contain a conjunction, but the 
subordinate clause DOES NOT MAKE SENSE ON ITS OWN.

He burned the dinner but not the cake

(“not the cake” means nothing on its own, so it is a subordinate clause)

Examples:

He burned the dinner, which was a disaster, but the cake was perfect.

(“which was a disaster” means nothing on its own, so it is a subordinate clause)


