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Most writing tasks expect you to be 
engaging at at least a little persuasive.

This is true even if you are writing to inform, instruct or advise – your 
audience need to trust that the information you provide is correct.

The majority of non-fiction or transactional writing tasks require some sort 
of argument or opinion on your part, and that means being persuasive.

In creative writing, we use figurative devices, structural features and 
ambitious vocabulary to impress.

For non-fiction or transactional writing, we use a different range of devices. I 
remember them using 

AFORESTERSCAP



AFORESTERSCAP stands for:

• Alliteration
• Facts
• Opinions
• Rhetorical questions
• Emotive language
• Statistics
• Triples (rule of three)
• Exaggeration (aka hyperbole)
• Repetition
• Superlatives (most, best, greatest, smallest etc)
• Commands (aka imperatives)
• Anecdotes (stories)
• Pronouns (aka personal address)

Warning! Not all these techniques are 
appropriate for all kinds of non-
fiction/transactional writing. Too 
much emotive language in a letter will 
cause your writing to feel informal. 
Equally, complicated facts and 
statistics won’t work well in a speech.
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Your turn!

Step 1: Use your imagination! Think about the issues presented and brainstorm arguments for and against your opinion.

Step 2: Plan! Decide what you are going to write and in what order. Remember to introduce your topic to your reader 
and include a conclusion or “call to action” at the end! Also decide how you are going to write. Will you use emotive 
language? Statistics? Rhetorical questions? How formal will you be? What kind of register will you use? 

Step 3: Write! Take around fifteen minutes to plan your work and forty-five minutes to write. However, this is not an 
assessment under exam conditions so there is no precise time limit. 

Choose one of the tasks on the following slide



Your turn!

A local head teacher has been quoted as saying: 
“Physical Education is a waste of students’ valuable time. If you haven’t picked a sport by age 15, the 
likelihood is you aren’t going to. Just let students study without having to worry about gym kits, muddy boots 
and cross-country runs.” 
You are a young journalist for a national broadsheet newspaper. Write an article giving your point of view on 
the statement. 

Write a speech for people your own age, stressing the importance of good mental health for teenagers. 

Explain the challenges modern life presents to students’ mental health and suggest ways your audience can 
combat these to take better care of themselves. 

Animal rights activists have broken into a local chicken farm and have revealed the appalling conditions the 
animals live in. 
Write a letter to the Minister for Agriculture detailing what has happened and recommending a course of 
action. 


