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The writer wants the reader to be hooked in 
much the same way a fiction writer does. 

Entertaining texts keep the reader reading by 
using humour, suspense, pathos and more.

Entertaining non-fiction aims to 
interest and engage the reader



• Articles
• Newspaper columns
• Blogs
• Travel writing
• Published memoirs
• Anecdotes

Forms that are often written to 
entertain include…



They use (among other things!)
• Humour
• Descriptive language (including imaginative verbs and adverbs as well 

as techniques)
• Standard English, but often with an informal tone
• A narrative structure, telling a story with elements of suspense

How do non-fiction writers 
entertain?



The following is taken from the About section of a blog. The blog is 
written from the point of view of a working mother and primary school 
teacher raising two special-needs children. It is a humourous take on 
parenthood and the chaos of modern life that aims to entertain the 
reader.

Let’s see an example…



ABOUT MADMUMMY

Then I became a mum and my brain turned to jelly…and my thighs…and my heart.

I have few coherent thoughts in my brain and precious little time – between working with primary children all day, keeping my 

boys fed and happy (including the one I’m married to) and trying to maintain some basic standard of order and cleanliness in 

my home.

My life is mayhem. On a daily basis, unpredictable calamities occur. As for the title of the blog…I believe motherhood has made 

me a little crazy. Maybe you are a mad mummy too and know what I’m talking about. Maybe you have embraced the 

madness. This blog won’t tell you how to be a perfect mum. But whatever your day is like you can laugh at my mistakes, 

or grin knowingly, as I recount situations you too may recognize. Have you just kept a small human alive for another day? If 

so, give yourself a pat on the back… if you have the energy.

Here you will find the truth in all its ugliness. You will not be made to feel inadequate in the least…in fact you may even feel

quite smug in a schadenfreude kind of way.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schadenfreude


Informative writing aims to tell the 
reader facts in a clear, logical way.

The writer wants to give the reader a clear picture of 
something that has happened or will happen. It 

focuses on facts instead of opinions. Beware, 
however! Even the most factual piece of informative 

writing can still be biased.



• News reports (whether on paper, on TV or online)
• Reports on other things such as scientific findings, company sales or 

business meetings.
• Information leaflets
• Public service communications

Forms that are often written to 
inform include…



They use (among other things!) 
• A clear structure, often with short paragraphs and subheadings
• If informing about events in the past, a chronological order
• Information about the 5 Ws: what, where, when, who and why
• Short, declarative sentences with little description
• A formal tone, but often a simple register (depending on the 

audience)

How do non-fiction writers 
inform?



The following is a 19th Century newspaper article, detailing a strike by 
the workers at Bryant and May match factory in east London. These 
workers, mainly women, were known as “match girls”. Conditions at 
the factory were appalling. The low wages were cut even further if you 
talked or went to the toilet, and 'phossy jaw' – a horrible bone cancer 
caused by the cheap type of phosphorus in the matches – was 
common.

Let’s see an example…



STRIKE OF BRYANT AND MAY’S MATCH GIRLS.

The girls employed in the match-making works of Bryant and May, Fairfield-road, Bow, to the number of 1,500 ceased work on Thursday, and 

marched out of the factory in two batches.

A variety of explanations has been given for the strike. One version is that the girls were arbitrarily fined for trivial offences. Another that it was 

a protest against the dismissal of two girls who were said to have given information to Mrs. Besant about the firm's method of conducting their 

business. 

The manager of the works now states that the strike was brought about by the summary dismissal of one girl. She had been instructed by the 

overseer to fill boxes of matches in a particular way, according as the machine cut them. The girl refused to obey, and she was dismissed. Shortly 

afterwards the whole of her comrades in the wood match-making department, to the number of about twelve hundred, walked out of the 

factory. In the afternoon about three hundred more girls who are engaged in the wax match factory, altogether independent of the other 

“shop,” also left their employment and joined the rest. The girls say that this order to fill the boxes in a particular manner has nothing to do with 

the elements, but is, in fact, an attempt on the part of their employers to extract more work out of them by requiring two boxes to be filled 

instead of one at each stroke of the cutting machine. 



The writer wants to recommend a certain course 
of action to the reader. This is subtly different to 
informative writing, which only wants to give the 

reader information. 

Advisory writing aims to tell the reader 
what to do, or at very least suggest an 
action.



• Letters
• Public service communications
• Advice (sometimes called “agony aunt”) columns in magazines
• “How-to” leaflets, websites and books

Forms that are often written to 
advise include…



• A clear, logical structure
• Imperative verbs (sometimes called command or bossy verbs)
• Modal verbs (could, should, might, ought, may, can)
• An authoritative, formal tone or a friendly tone, depending on the 

audience

Features of  advisory writing 
include:



The following is an article from the 1950s, aiming to advise women on 
how to be better wives. As well as being a good example of an advisory 
text, it is an excellent example of historical context, since women were 
expected to play a very different role in society in the 1950s and 
equality was not a valued concept. However, although the article has 
gained infamy in the internet age, there is a lack of evidence that the it 
was ever really published. Could it be a joke? 

Let’s see an example…



• Have dinner ready. Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious meal ready on time for his return. This is a way of letting him know that 

you have been thinking about him and are concerned about his needs. Most men are hungry when they get home and the prospect of a good 

meal is part of the warm welcome needed.

• Prepare yourself. Take 15 minutes to rest so you'll be refreshed when he arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh-

looking. He has just been with a lot of work-weary people.

• Be a little gay and a little more interesting for him. His boring day may need a lift and one of your duties is to provide it.

• Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through the main part of the house just before your husband arrives.

• Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash the children's hands and faces (if they are small), comb their hair and, if necessary, change their 

clothes. They are little treasures and he would like to see them playing the part. Minimize all noise. At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of 

the washer, dryer, or vacuum. Try to encourage the children to be quiet.

• Be happy to see him.



Writers of persuasive non-fiction want to change 
the reader’s thoughts on a subject and cause 
them to believe that the writer’s opinions are 
correct. Communicating in this way is a very 

useful skill!

Persuasive writing aims to change 
the reader’s opinion



• Speeches
• Articles and opinion pieces in newspapers and magazines
• Letters
• Advertisements
• Charity drives
• Propaganda

Forms that are often written to 
persuade include…



• Appealing to the audience’s emotions
• Appealing to the audience’s reason
• The structure will depend on the form, but usually presents the 

audience with a problem, persuades them it is serious and then offers 
a solution
• There are a whole list of language techniques we can expect to see in 

persuasive writing! More on those in the next video.

How do non-fiction writers 
persuade?



The following is part of a speech that was made after Barack Obama’s 
victory at the “New Hampshire primary”, an election that is part of the 
process by which US political parties choose their presidential 
candidates. He uses his famous campaign slogan “Yes, we can” as well 
as a whole slew of persuasive techniques intended to gain supporters 
and inspire confidence in his leadership.

Let’s see an example…



It was a creed written into the founding documents that declared the destiny of  a nation: Yes, we can. 

It was whispered by slaves and abolitionists as they blazed a trail towards freedom through the darkest of  nights: Yes, we can. 

It was sung by immigrants as they struck out from distant shores and pioneers who pushed westward against an unforgiving wilderness: 

Yes, we can. 

It was the call of  workers who organised, women who reached for the ballot, a president who chose the moon as our new frontier, and a 

king who took us to the mountaintop and pointed the way to the promised land: Yes, we can, to justice and equality. 

Yes, we can, to opportunity and prosperity. Yes, we can heal this nation. Yes, we can repair this world. Yes, we can. 

And so, tomorrow, as we take the campaign south and west, as we learn that the struggles of  the textile workers in Spartanburg are not 

so different than the plight of  the dishwasher in Las Vegas, that the hopes of  the little girl who goes to the crumbling school in Dillon 

are the same as the dreams of  the boy who learns on the streets of  L.A., we will remember that there is something happening in 

America, that we are not as divided as our politics suggest, that we are one people, we are one nation. 

And, together, we will begin the next great chapter in the American story, with three words that will ring from coast to coast, from sea to 

shining sea: Yes, we can. 



Pause the video! 
What would the form, audience and purpose be for the following non-
fiction texts?

1. An article for a local newspaper giving the writer’s opinion on growing up in your area 

2. A speech at a local resident’s meeting challenging negative stereotypes of teenagers 

3. A report on what was said at the meeting above for the benefit of people who could not go 

4. A letter to your Member of Parliament explaining your thoughts on the building of a DIY superstore on 
local parkland 

5. An article for a broadsheet, national newspaper on how the media portrays and affects people’s 
perception of beauty 

6. A leaflet for your local Tourist Information office, encouraging people to visit and telling them what there 
is to do 

7. A magazine article about the popularity of skydiving in Extreme Sports Monthly 

8. An essay for a psychology journal about the reasons behind anti-social behaviour in young people 



Answers!


