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What is non-fiction?

The word ‘fiction’ comes from the Latin noun fictio, which literally 
means “something made up”. So fiction is just that – an invented 
narrative or description.

Non-fiction is the opposite. It is writing that is not invented in 
someone’s imagination, but that presents itself as truthful or 
representing the real world.



Nonfiction = true…?

Well, not quite!

Many people define nonfiction as “true” and fiction as “pretend”.
However, when defining nonfiction it is easier to say what it is not. It is 
NOT  made up story or poem. Does that mean it’s always 100% TRUE? 
No! For example, events in a diary might be embellished for 
entertainment value. Persuasive non-fiction also sometimes presents 
opinion as fact.



Things we need to know about 
a piece of  non-fiction:

Form

Audience

Purpose



Form means the type of  text. Examples 
of  non-fiction forms might be:

• Adverts
• Reviews
• Letters
• Diaries and memoirs
• Newspaper and magazine 

articles
• Information leaflets
• Speeches
• Scholarly articles

• Essays
• Travel writing
• Biographies and 

autobiographies
• Blogs
• Social media posts
• Emails
• Presentations
• The back of a crisp packet!



Different kinds of  forms will have 
different features on the page.

Newspaper report Letter Speech

Let’s take three common forms and compare them as an example:



Different kinds of  forms will have 
different features on the page.
For example, a newspaper report will 
have a headline, a short introductory 
paragraph and subheadings 
throughout.
It is unlikely to include description or to 
present information in lengthy 
paragraphs. People are generally 
looking for a clearly-told, quick read.
It may include some statistics or figures 
to support the story.
Newspaper articles are picked up and 
read only if they interest the reader, so 
most will try to be engaging or even 
entertaining.



Different kinds of  forms will have 
different features on the page.
A Letter will include features such as a 
date, recipient address, sender address 
and formal greeting. 
The paragraphs will usually be laid out 
in a similar way to an essay or a speech, 
with an introduction, points and a 
conclusion.
Usually, when writing a letter, the 
conclusion will ask the reader to do 
something. We call this a “Call to 
Action”.
There may be facts and statistics to 
support the writer’s point of view.



Different kinds of  forms will have 
different features on the page.
A speech will also be organized into 
a short introduction followed by 
points and a call to action, but it will 
not have the features of address a 
letter has. 
There will be no subheadings and 
relatively few facts and statistics. 
Where they do occur, they will be 
simple and easy to remember.
Speeches are more likely to be 
emotive.



The type of  form can also affect 
the formality of  the language used

Newspaper report

Standard English
(not too formal, but 

always grammatically 
correct)

EG: The outcome of 
the vote has yet to 

be confirmed.

Letter

Formal English
EG: Dear Sir, I am 
writing to inform 

you that, 
unfortunately, the 
votes have not yet 

been counted.

Speech

Informal English
EG: The vote took 

place last week, but 
the outcome still 

hasn’t been 
revealed? 

Ridiculous!



Pause the video…

Look at the following extract from a piece of non-fiction in the form 
of a blog post. 
I just got a new job!
I still can’t believe it. I spent the past two years working as a secondary teacher and now I’m going 
to be working with nursery school kids. Bit of a mad change, but then I didn’t even expect to get an 
interview when I applied. After all, my only other relevant experience with “early years” was BEING 
A MUM. So, I was shocked and delighted that, the day after handing in my application, I received a 
request to attend an interview. GET IN! 

Because it is a blog post, the tone is very informal and 
conversational. How is the writer creating that informal tone? 



Answers!

You could have picked up on: 

• The use of the personal pronoun “I” 

• The use of abbreviations and contractions such as “I’m” 

• The use of colloquial phrases such as “kids”, “mad change” 
and “get in” 

• The use of punctuation, including exclamation marks and all 
caps for emphasis 

• A conversational style created by sentences that begin with 
“after all,” and “so,”. 

• Short sentences such as “I still can’t believe it” mimicking 
the way people really talk to each other. 

The writer may have done this 
because:

• She wants to be relatable 
• She wants the audience to be 

engaged and feel as if she is 
really talking to 

• them 
• She wants to be humorous 
• She wants to communicate 

her excitement 


