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• Choosing a tone

• Including sensory 
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• Brainstorming your 
description
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Today we will:

• Learn what settings are
• Learn what tone is and why it is important
• Build a picture of  a place using the sensory imagery method



What is setting?

The setting is the backdrop of  your narrative 
(story) or description. It includes not only the 

place but also the time at which your story is set.



What is tone?

Tone is the mood of  your narrative (story) or 
description. It is sometimes also referred to as the 

‘atmosphere’. 

•Writers choose their tone carefully and deliberately before they begin to write.

•The tone informs all of  their decisions from then on.

•Ask yourself: How do you want your reader to feel? Scared? Uplifted? Sad? 
Angry? That’s your tone!



Building more than just a picture

Once we have decided on a setting and a tone, it’s time to start building 
a picture for the reader…but not just a picture!
When we describe a setting, it’s important for the reader to feel like they 
are actually there. That means using all the senses, not just sight.



The five senses

• Sight
• Hearing
• Smell
• Touch
• Taste

This last one can be tricky unless your character is eating, breathing in sea spray 
or something along those lines! We don’t always need it.

Visual imagery
Auditory imagery
Olfactory imagery
Tactile imagery
Gustatory imagery





Brainstorm your own setting
1. Look at the picture opposite

2. Choose your tone! Remember, the tone is 
the mood you want your reader to feel when 
they read your description, and it should 
reflect who you think this character is. Is this 
man happy? Sad? Wise? Unfriendly?

3. Where would you find this man? A boat? In 
the city? In a forest? Choose a setting for your 
description.

3. Now picture yourself standing in that 
setting. What can you see? What else can you 
hear, smell and feel? Create a brainstorm like 
the one on the previous slide. Include 
elements of the character and the setting. 



Brainstorm your own setting
1. Look at the picture opposite

2. Choose your tone! Remember, the 
tone is the mood you want your 
reader to feel when they read your 
description, and it should reflect 
what is going on in the picture.

3. What do you think has happened? 
Is anything happening now? Think 
about what this building once was 
and why it has been demolished.

3. Now picture yourself standing in 
this setting. What can you see? What 
else can you hear, smell and feel? 
Create a brainstorm like the one on 
the previous slide.


