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Today we will:

• Look at the “zooming in” technique
• See how descriptions can still have structure without turning into a 

narrative



Zooming in

So, you’ve brainstormed your description. You have a variety of  things 
to describe that appeal to all five of  the readers’ senses…
Now what?
Often, the challenge with a description is twofold. Firstly, finding enough 
to say; secondly, avoiding just listing off  the items in your brainstorm 
with some techniques thrown in.
Zooming in helps with this.
Zooming in is the practice of  choosing a few items from the brainstorm 
to focus on in detail.



Zooming in
For example…

Imagine we are describing a bus journey through a busy city. We have decided to describe the motion 
of  the bus (auditory/tactile imagery), the sound of  the people outside (auditory imagery) and the 
rubbish on the floor (visual imagery). We’ll zoom in on this last one.

The floor of  the bus growled and trembled beneath my feet as if  it were a savage dog on a chain, 
desperate to break free of  the traffic. Outside, there was a cacophony of  people laughing, shouting, 
arguing in the world beyond my rainy windowpane. I looked down at my feet. There, on the sticky, 
dust-encrusted floor was an empty coffee cup. With each bump and roll of  the bus it tossed and rolled 
like a ship on a stormy ocean, lost in a tide with a flotsam of  wrappers, chewed gum and fragments of  
plastic. With each application of  the driver’s break, it seemed as if  a wave hurled the cup forward, 
and with each acceleration it was flung hopelessly back. I felt like that cup, lost in the chaotic bustle of  
the city, unable to get home.



Descriptions are not narratives

Don’t get drawn into telling a story!

Nothing should happen in your description. No events should occur, and 
there should be no characters beyond the person you are describing or 
yourself  as the first-person narrator.

Having said that, you can still create structure by directing the reader’s 
attention to different aspects of  your description.



Circular structure
A circular description ends with an image, idea or phrase that it started with.

For example:

If  you began your description with, “It always rains on my birthday”, you could repeat the phrase at 
the end.

If  you begin with an image of  the sunrise, perhaps you could return to the sun at the end.

If  you began with a piece of  gustatory imagery, perhaps you could also end with one.

If  you are describing a person, you could begin with them entering a room and end with them 
leaving.



Linear (journey) structure
A linear or journey structure takes your reader on a journey

This can work in several ways…

You can take a journey in which you direct the reader’s attention from one object to another. 

For example, if  you are writing a description of  a person sitting next to a fire, you could direct your reader’s attention from the 
exterior of  the house to the window, then inside and across to the fireplace.

You can describe an actual journey.

For example, if  you are writing a description of  a bus journey, you could describe where it begins, how the buildings and 
people change, and where it ends.

You can describe a journey through time.

For example, you could describe a particular setting as a day passes, or even a year!



Structural shifts
Any change in tone, pace, ideas or perspectives

For example:

If  you are writing about a haunted house, there may be a tonal shift from mildly creepy to downright 
terrifying when you describe a particular object or sound. This would be a great place to show off  
some sentence variation, using short, snappy sentences to quicken the pace and create more impact!

If  you are describing a person sitting in a lonely bus shelter in the rain, there could be a tonal shift if  
you begin to describe their daydreams about getting home to their warm house and a hot chocolate 
when the bus comes. The tone could shift again when the bus arrives with a screech, snapping them 
out of  it.



Warning – clichés!

Clichés are plot or language features that are so 
overused they have become meaningless and will 

bore your reader.
• Example of  a clichéd simile: I’ll be watching you like a hawk
• Example of  a clichéd endling: …and then he woke up and it had all 

been a dream!
• Example of  clichéd dialogue: “It’s not you, Jack, it’s me…” // “But 

Christie! I’ll love you ‘till the day I die!”



Your turn!

Choose a starter from the following slides and write your description!

Markers are looking for:

§A range of  ambitious vocabulary/lexical choices
§A range of  sentence forms used for effect
§A range of  punctuation for effect
§A range of  techniques/devices
§ Five kinds of  sensory imagery



Write a description of  a person as 
suggested by this picture



Write a description of  
a journey as suggested 

by this picture



Write a description as suggested 
by this picture


