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Using different word choices can 
create tone

Tone means mood – the way that the writer wants you, the reader, to feel.
For example:

Harker wandered through the ancient woodland, longing to see Mina
Harker ambled through the dappled glades, hoping to see Mina.

In all three sentences the character is doing the same thing – travelling through the trees and 
looking for Mina. However, the word choices make a huge difference to how we picture the 
scenario. We FEEL differently about the situation in each.

Harker plunged through the decrepit forest, desperate to find Mina



Connotations

A connotation is an IDEA or FEELING that a word makes you think of  via 
association.

When writers choose words, they think about the connotations as well as the meaning of  the 
word.

Words can have POSITIVE, NEGATIVE or NEUTRAL connotations as well as more specific 
connotations, such as connotations of  VIOLENCE.



Connotations

Example:

Scrooge is a regular saver.

Scrooge is stingy.

You broke my heart

You eviscerated me

You hurt my feelingsScrooge is thrifty.



Semantic fields

A semantic field is a group of  words that all share a similar MEANING or 
CONNOTATION. The word “semantic” means meaning!

For example, in a story about sailing we might have a semantic field of  the ocean, using words 
such as WAVES, SPRAY, CURRENT and WATER.

In a horror story, we might see a semantic field of  darkness, using words such as DINGY, UNLIT 
and DIM.

Semantic fields can be positive, negative or neutral.



Mr Fisher remembered a time – surely, not so 
long ago – when books were golden, when 
imaginations soared, when the world was 
filled with stories which ran like gazelles and 
pounced like tigers and exploded like rockets, 
illuminating minds and hearts. He had seen it 
happen; had seen whole classes swept away 
in the fever. In those days, there were heroes; 
there were dragons and dinosaurs; there 
were space adventurers and soldiers of 
fortune and giant apes. In those days, 
thought Mr Fisher, we dreamed in colour, 
though films were in black and white, and 
good always triumphed in the end. 

20th Century fiction 
From Jigs and Reels, a short story by Joanne Harris. This extract describes a very old teacher, 
Mr. Fisher, as he recalls books and stories from his past. 

Pause the video!

Read the following extract 
and sort the underlined 
words into:

• Semantic field of  light and 
colour 

• Semantic field of  childhood 
and adventure 



ANSWERS!
Semantic field of  light and colour Semantic field of  childhood and 

adventure
Golden
Illuminating
Colour
Black and white

Rockets
Heroes
Dragons
Dinosaurs
Space adventurers
Soldiers of  fortune


