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Repetition and anaphora

Repetition is when writers repeat the same word or phrase, usually for 
emphasis. Anaphora is A type of  repetition in which repeats the words at 
the start of  a clause in a series of  subsequent clauses. 

I know what anaphora is, I know how to spot it and I know that writers use it for 
emphasis.
We will recover. We will rebuild. We will triumph. 

For an excellent example of  anaphora used for emphasis, look up Martin Luther King’s “I have 
a Dream” speech!

Examples:

He tried again and again
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!



Alliteration

The repetition of  the same letter at the beginning of  consecutive or 
closely-positioned words. This technique is exceptionally easy to spot, but 
it’s not always so easy to figure out why it’s there. In general, alliteration 
makes writing pleasant by creating flow, or draws attention to certain 
words or images. 

Examples:

The cold crisp crust of  clean clear ice

The fantastic Mr. Fox

The wide, worn wardrobe door hung heavily on its hinges 



Sibilance

The repetition of  an S sound in consecutive or closely-positioned words.
This technique is also easy to spot. However, it is usually used to evoke the 
memory of  a sound for the reader – anything from an animal to the 
weather to a bullet whizzing through the air.

Examples:

The softly surging sea slumbered below the cliffs

(Recalls the soft “shh” sound of  the calm ocean)

The slow slither of  scales on skin

(Recalls the hissing of  a snake or the sound of  dry scales moving)



Onomatopoeia

This refers to a word that sounds like the thing it is describing.
We see onomatopoeia in comics a lot – words like “bam”, “pow” and 
“kaboom” are onomatopoeia

Examples:

The branches thwacked at his legs as he crashed through the bushes

(Both “thwack” and “crash” are onomatopoeic words)

The floorboards creaked and groaned

(Both “creak” and “groan” are onomatopoeic words)



There was a tremendous crash as the 
lightning forked, flashing, across the sky. 
Somewhere in the vast, dark forest behind 
me there was a deep, sonorous rumble, 
almost a growl. 
I stood on a precipice, faced with the spitting, 
seething sea below me. I heard the patter of 
rain on the leaves here and there just before 
the heavens opened. 
Slowly, I turned around. The low, slowly rising 
groan gurgled above the sound of the rain. 
The trees and undergrowth crashed and 
splintered. There was no escape, no place to 
run, no hope of hiding. The creature had 
arrived. 

20th Century fiction 
From Jigs and Reels, a short story by Joanne Harris. This extract describes a very old teacher, 
Mr. Fisher, as he recalls books and stories from his past. 

Pause the video!

Read the following extract 
and identify the techniques 
underlined.



Answers!
Quote Technique used
Tremendous crash Onomatopoeia

Lightning forked, flashing Alliteration

Vast, dark Assonance

Deep, sonorous rumble Onomatopoeia

Growl Onomatopoeia

Spitting, seething sea Sibilance

Patter of rain Onomatopoeia

Low, slowly Assonance

Groan gurgled Alliteration/onomatopoeia

Crashed Onomatopoeia

No escape, no place to run, no hope of hiding Repetition (anaphora)


