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Today we will:

• Find out what feature-spotting is
• Learn why it is a poor method of  analysis
• Look at a method for deeper analysis instead



What is feature-spotting?

The practise of  picking out features and techniques in a text, but not 
saying anything about what they are doing there.

Students who do this are knowledgeable; they have a command of technical language and understand how 
to identify techniques. They simply stop there and don’t say anything about them. 



Anatomy of  a feature-spotting 
paragraph

Example question…

The text:

I stood on a precipice, faced with the 
spitting, seething sea below me. I 
heard the patter of rain on the leaves 
here and there just before the 
heavens opened.

You might have noticed that there are a few 
obvious techniques here:

• Sibilance
• Personification
• Onomatopoeia
• Metaphor

How does the writer use language to show what the environment is like?



Anatomy of  a feature-spotting 
paragraph

Example answer…

The text:

I stood on a precipice, faced with the 
spitting, seething sea below me. I 
heard the patter of rain on the leaves 
here and there just before the 
heavens opened.

The writer uses sibilance to show the 
effects of the environment on the 
character. This is demonstrated in the 
reference to the “spitting, seething sea”, 
where the repeated “s” sound creates a 
hissing, sibilant effect. In this way, the 
writer shows the effect the environment is 
having on the first-person narrator.



A better way…

Lead with an answer to the question, not with the technique.

Three useful questions:

1. What does this suggest or imply to the 
reader?

2. How does that make the reader feel?

3. Why might the writer want the reader 
to feel that way?

The writer uses language to present the environment as 
dangerous and unsympathetic. This is demonstrated 
in the reference to the “spitting, seething sea”, where the 
repeated “s” sound creates a hissing, sibilant effect. 
This suggests to the reader that the ocean itself is a 
hostile force, since it creates an unpleasant auditory 
image for the reader that connotes aggression. This 
causes the reader to feel anxious on the narrating 
character’s behalf. Perhaps the writer wanted to build 
tension in the environment before a climactic conflict.



Your turn!

Look at the text below and write a practise paragraph for the 
question that follows, following the structure on the previous slide.

Three useful questions for the E in PEE:

1. What does this suggest or imply to the 
reader?

2. How does that make the reader feel?

3. Why might the writer want the reader 
to feel that way?

There was a tremendous crash as the 
lightning forked, flashing, across the sky. 
Somewhere in the vast, dark forest behind 
me there was a deep, sonorous rumble, 
almost a growl. 
I stood on a precipice, faced with the spitting, 
seething sea below me. I heard the patter of 
rain on the leaves here and there just before 
the heavens opened. 
Slowly, I turned around. The low, slowly rising 
groan gurgled above the sound of the rain. 
The trees and undergrowth crashed and 
splintered. There was no escape, no place to 
run, no hope of hiding. The creature had 
arrived. 

How does the writer use language to 
present the environment?


